
DIBELS® Next: Summary of Benchmark Goals and Cut Points for Risk
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This is a summary of the DIBELS Next benchmark goals. For a full description, see the DIBELS Next Benchmark Goals and Composite Score document available from http://dibels.org/.

DIBELS is a registered trademark of Dynamic Measurement Group, Inc. This page is adapted from a chart developed by Cache County School District.

DIBELS Composite Score: A combination of multiple DIBELS scores, which provides the best overall estimate of 
the student’s reading proficiency. For information on how to calculate the composite score, see the DIBELS Next 
Benchmark Goals and Composite Score document available from http://dibels.org/.

BENCHMARK GOAL (large number in top of each box): Students scoring at or above the benchmark goal have 
the odds in their favor (approximately 80%–90%) of achieving later importing reading outcomes. These scores are 
identified as At or Above Benchmark and the students are likely to need Core Support.

CUT POINT FOR RISK (small number in each box): Students scoring below the cut point for risk are unlikely 
(approximately 10%–20%) to achieve subsequent goals without receiving additional, targeted instructional support. 
These scores are identified as Well Below Benchmark and the students are likely to need Intensive Support.

Scores below the benchmark goal and at or above the cut point for risk are identified as Below Benchmark. In this 
range, a student’s future performance is harder to predict, and these students are likely to need Strategic Support.
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